IS PROPHET
ISSA COMING
BACK?

By
Ibn Taofeeq Abdul Azeez



Is Prophet Issa Coming Back ?...........cccccovvevnnenenniiiciciiinn, 1

The religion belongs to Allah only. It is no man's property.
Religious issues should be discussed with respect and
knowledge. Only the knowledgeable ones about areas of Islam
should talk about them; and certainly with convincing evidences.
Personal issues should likewise be separated from religious

issues.

The topic this article aims to address seems to be a controversial
discourse at this present time. Only scholastic facts and
intellectual evidences should be considered. Most especially, the
topic is a creedal one. Emotions and assumptions should be left
aside. If there is any rejoinder to a particular portion, it should
simply be stated in the same intellectual nature for proper
perception and not the usual Mugqallid statement that "this is
what our own alfas are saying". Your own scholars do not

constitute the generality of all revered scholars.

As for whether Nabiyy Isa (alayhi salaam) is coming back or not,

we will have to examine these following arguments:

*The first argument:* Isa wasn't killed by the Jew (who conspired
against him); neither was he crucified. He escaped the coup and

his whereabout was not known after this incidence.
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All Muslims of varying tendencies agreed to this point and I do

not know of any khilaaf in this area.

*The second argument:* After Isa escaped the coup, he left
Palestine (to a place no reliable source mentioned) and died a
natural death afterward. Allah raised his soul only to the heaven
(as all Prophets and believers souls are living). And he is not
coming back.

There is a strong disputation as regard this claim.

*The third argument:* When he escaped the coup, Allah raised
his soul and body to the heaven in His place; he is still living and
did not die. He will still descend at the last hour.

There is also a disputation over this claim.

*The fourth argument:* Isa died of a natural death after the coup,
he was raised to the heaven by soul only. And it is possible for
Allah to descend him at the last hour again.

There exists a dispute over the claim that he is dead.

Now, let's go into details of these arguments......

The death and ascension of Nabiyy Isa

Three verses of the Qur'an talked about the death of Isa.
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1: Allah promised Isa with His statement:

..... 1588 Gl e iy G ) i I e G0 08
"And when Allah said: O Isa, I am going to take your soul and
cause you to ascend unto Me and purify you of those who

disbelieve..." Suratu Al-Imran, Verse 55.

2: Then, the promlse got. tulfilled:
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"And their saying: Surely we have killed the Messiah, Isa son of
Maryam, the apostle of Allah; and they did not kill him nor did
they crucify him, but it appeared to them so (like Isa) and most
surely those who differ therein are only in a doubt about it; they
have no knowledge respecting it, but only follow a conjecture,
and they killed him not for sure."

Lo 138 ) (IS5l b 4685
"Nay! Allah took him up to Himself; and Allah is Mighty, Wise."
Suratu Nisaa verse 157,158.

3: And on the day of judgment, Isa will say:

aele G5 Gl A L g i L 1 2gtle

"and I was a witness of them so long as I was among them, but
when you caused me to die, You are the watcher over them..."
Suratu Al-Maidah, Verse 117.
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These three verses affirmed that the Jew did not kill Isa. Neither
did they crucify him.

*Allah killed (caused to death) Isa*

Here is the area of disputation as regard the meaning of &5\
The two Islamic opinions have it that Isa wasn't killed and
crucified by the Jew. An opinion says he was killed by Allah

Himself; while the other opinion says he wasn't killed at all.

In the first verse of Al-Imran quoted, Allah says <5 . And the

word &5 here caused the upraor.

Those who opine that Isa isn't dead yet interpreted the meaning
of s¥ to mean <&iuY) taking. They said Allah took Isa, he didn't
kill him. They also argued the word sl can mean "he made him
sleep 4" 5o he isn't dead yet. Ibn Kethir and other famous
scholars held to this.

While the other set of scholars opposed and said the meaning of
5l is "caused to death", natural death (sxuhll (sauall & gall,

To arrive at the truth, if we trace the word &5 in the Qur'an, we
will realize that the word was mentioned in a few area to mean
#sil sleep. Examples are:

Allah says:
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RURCAPH Y
"And it is He Who takes your souls at night (in sleep)..." Suratu

al-An'aam Verse 60.

Leslia (g8 45 20 5 g3 o Gl (355 4
"Allah takes the souls at the time of their death, and those that

die not during their sleep;..." Suratu Zumar, Verse 42.

We realize that the context of the verses whereby Allah used the
word 45 to mean sleep are all indicated with an indication
(qareenah). In that of Suratu An'aam, Allah says "bi layl at night",
this already indicated that the s in this verse does not give the
meaning of death. The same to the verse of Zumar, Allah
attached "l & during their sleep"”, which also indicated that
the 45 here does not mean death. So, if 45 gives the meaning

of sleep, there will be an indication (qareenah) indicating that.

Also, for the claim that 45V is being used to mean ¢45uYl taking,
we get to know that the context (siyaaq) whereby the word 453
is used to mean taking/apprehend are also indicated by a

gareenah. Examples are:
Allah's statements:
Al 25 385580 (35

"and you shall only be paid fully your reward on the resurrection
day;..." Suratu Al-Imran, Verse 158.
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et 2 i 8 (3
"and every soul shall be paid in full what it has done..." Suratu
Nahl, Verse 111.

In these verses, when sl mean «&iw¥) taking/grasp, there are
likewise indications in the contexts of these verses that pointed to

the actual meaning of 45\, "your reward #S_s2l" and "what it has
done cilee W,

Which means when the word 451 is used without an indication
in the context of the statement, it gives its fundamental meaning
which is death. Many a time the word 45Ul is used in the Qur'an,
it gives the meaning of death < sl

Examples:

"Say: The angel of death who is given charge of you shall cause
you to die..." Suratu Sajda, Verse 11.

"until death takes them away" Suratu Nisai verse 15.

C: W30 () 2 358 Gl y
"And those of you who die and leave wives behind" Suratu

Baqara, Verse 240.

D: 40U 2 G G
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"Surely (as for) those whom the angels cause to die" Suratu
Nisa,Verse 97.

B A5 W) 2a 1Y
"when Our apostles come to them causing them to die.." Suratu
A'raaf Verse 37.

These scholars opined that the mention of the word &5 is
enough to mean death. And if the word #s¥ will be used to
mean something else, there will surely be a qareenah indicating
that the meaning is not that of its basis which is death. The word
&5l is basically known among the Arab to mean death (unless
an indication stated otherwise); and that is why whenever the
Arab say W 4l g there is no other meaning that comes to the
intellect than "Allah killed him <l 41",

And as for Nabiyy Isa (alayhi Salaam) in the context of the verse
of Suratu Al-Imran, we did not see an indication changing the
meaning of "5l death" from its basis. No indication to sleep, no
indication to taking/grasp, rather the apparent meaning is that of
natural death. Allah saved Isa from the death, he escaped the

coup of the Jews, then, he died a natural death.

Abdullah Ibn Abbas (radiya Allahu anhu) - the most
knowledgeable Sahabi in the field of Tafseer - has translated the
statement <ésia J to mean "<liee J" Il take your soul (by
death). See Tafseer Tabari Vol 6 pg 457
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Ibn Hazm said in his Mahalla Volume 1 pg 43 that "the statement
i 55 Llé does not mean a5 35 Sleep. It actually means death 315

gl

Ibn Aa'shur also said: "the apparent meaning of <ésis ) is
¢lives | shall take your soul. This is the meaning of this wording

where used."”

These verifying scholars also opine that the verse of Al-Ma’idah
is more clear in this regard. Whereby Allah says ]

"and when you took my soul (by death), you were the watcher
over them".

This means he has been dead by the natural death.

Sheikh Muhammad Shaltuut said: "the word &%+ is used in the
Quran in many cases to mean death; till it becomes what comes
to the brain first when mentioned; this word isn't used to mean
something else unless there is an indication changing its meaning
from the known basis."

*Allah raised Isa to Him*

There is also a disputation over this claim.
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Some scholars said: e 4 &8, Allah raised Isa means Allah

raised his living body and soul to Him. And their evidence is the

verse:
Lty o 518 Lo
"they certainly did not kill him"
4 &) 4385

"Nay! Allah raised him up to Himself;"

They argued the particle "J: Nay/rather" negates what comes
before and after it; and this negation cannot be completed
without Allah raising Isa alive to Him so as to save him from the

killing.

While the other scholars said: what is meant by &0 is Allah

raising Him in prestige and honor.

Their evidence: they first argued that, for the particle J: to fulfil
its meaning, it doesn't necessarily mean the raising of his body.
The J: works to negate the claim that he was killed by the Jew; he
wasn't killed by them. Rather, Allah raised him in prestige and
honor. Then he died a natural death.

They also presented the verse in Al-Imran as an evidence.
Whereby Allah says:
o il 5 el gia

"I shall kill you and raise you to me".
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They said: in this verse, Allah mentioned his death first. If Allah
meant he raised Isa's body to heaven, He (Allah) would have

mentioned ¢ the raise first before the death.

Our scholars who have the opinion that Isa isn't dead but Allah
raised him to heaven gave a response that, the <lésis (I'll take
your soul) which comes first is only _ali 5 a& an act of
forwarding and backwarding which is common in the Arabic
grammar. Allah only mentioned <lésis first; but it was ¢ that
happened first and later he will be dead when he comes back in
the last hour. You can see Tafseer Ibn Abee Haatim for this

explanation. Vol. 2 pg 661.

But the inconsistency here is that, our scholars who gave this
response that Allah first raised him, then will later kill him, did
not agree that the meaning of <l sis in this verse is natural death.
They said the meaning of the <5 is to make sleep 4\ for a

certain time or being apprehended.

The scholars who reject our famous scholars interpretation also
argued that, if Allah is said to have raised Isa's body to Him, it
means we are confining Allah to a certain place )« And the
general accepted ageedah of all the scholars (including Ibn
Taemiyah) is that Allah is not confined/restricted to a certain (/<=
point. So, why restricting Allah to a certain point? So, it is better
to interpret that Allah raised him in prestige and honour and not

physical body lift.



Is Prophet Issa Coming Back ?...........cccccovvevnnenenniiiciciiinn, 11

To get the correct understanding as regard (J:st) interpretation
of verses and confining Allah to a certain point, you should

read/revise my article titled:
"DID ALLAH CREATE ADAM IN HIS IMAGE?"

Link to the article:
https://ibntaofeeq.com/did-allah-create-adam-in-his-image/

These verifying scholars who argued against the physical body
lifting of Isa also presented their evidence further that, many a
time the Qur'an has used the word &3 (lifting) alongside the
Prophets and beleivers but mean (sl &) raising in prestige and
honor.

Example:
Allah says about Prophet Idrees:

Lo UlSa olind

"And we raised him to a high level"

They said: despite Allah even mentioned b« (a place), yet no one
said the body of Idrees was raised to the heaven. The &) here
does not mean being raised to a certain place; rather being raised
in prestige.
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Likewise they argued that the noun J (to me) means (4xl¥!) 4xall)
the mightiness of Allah and does not mean a point where a body
is raised to. And evidences to buttress this are the verses:

Ok i ) S ) 055
"Surely I fly to my lord; He will guide me." Suratu Saaffat, Verse
99.

And no one said Ibrahim went to his Lord with his physical
body.

Also,
pei)) e 213y
"and the faithful ones in the sight of their Lord"

And no one said that the Shuhaadaau are with their Lord in

physical bodies; rather their souls.

Sheikh Muhammad Rasheed Rido said: "the correct meaning of
VoS Cpdl) el jedan 5 sl adl ) 5 @lé gie ) is: [ shall make you die (&
¢livs), and place you in a high and prestige place just as Allah
said about Idrees that We WS« olisd, 5 and as He said about the
Shuhaadaau Os8)» sers e sbal that they are living with Allah i.e
their souls; also He said
s alis G ol
';Surely those who guard (against evil) shall be in gardens and
rivers"

A Gl Nie Bha 3aia b

"In the seat of honor with a most Powerful King."
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As for the purification 15,8 (5 (e & jehae 5 this means, Allah will

save him from the plots and evils of the kuffar.

This is the most correct and reliable among the interpretations,
and this is what Shawaahid (references) of the Qur'an pointed to.
But many of the Mufassiroon only interpreted the statement out
of its apparent meaning just to prove that Isa was raised to the
heaven by body; and they are the same set of Mufassiroon who
reject Ta'wil in Sifaat." end quote. See Tafseer Manaar Vol. 3 pg
260.

Sheikh Muhammad al-Ghazaali said: "I go by the view that Isa is
dead. And he is like other Prophets; he is dead and his soul only
has been raised to Allah; his body is in his destiny like all other
Prophets; and this verse goes well

" Surely you shall die and they (too) shall surely die." also the

verse:
JL50 418 0 2 38 505 V) 2280 G5

"And Muhammad is no more than an apostle; the other apostles

have already passed away before him;"
And this affirmed that Isa is dead." see 22wsY) ! s page 254.

Sayyid Qutb in his &l Bl 4 Vol. 3 pg 87 said: "They wanted to

kill and crucify Isa but Allah saved him from them and made
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him die of a natural death; and then raised his soul up to heaven
as He raised the soul of other Prophets and beleivers; and he
purified him from the filth of the Kuffar."

Sheikh Abdul Wahab Najar, Doctuur Salaah Abu Ismaa'eel, said:
"Allah has no s s (S specific place, how could Isa lifted
physically? He was lifted in prestige and honor and not physical.
Do you say he is in heaven eating, drinking, and doing what the
human body requires? This cannot be true." see Muqaaranatu
Adyaan by Shibl page 68.

Sheikh Ahmad Shalabi added that: "those who say it is possible
for Allah to keep Isa in His place without food, drink, aging, and
other human wants... The meaning of this their claim is that Isa's
soul is the one with Allah because it is the living soul that do not
require human wants; just as Allah returns the soul of the
Prophet to him whenever anyone says tasleem to him in his
qabr'". See page 68 of his book ¢¥! 4 s,

And there are other arguments and evidences cited by the
scholars of this Madh-hab.

*The descend/coming back of Isa in the last hour*

As for the coming back of Isa in the end time, let us verify its

evidences....

*The faith of all Kitaabiy (Christians) in Isa before his death:*
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Allah says:

a5'ya O 4 Gha V) IS AT (5 o
"And there is not one of the followers of the Book but most
certainly believes in this before his death," Suratu Nisaa, Verse
159.

The scholars of tafseer differed as regard the pronoun in the
word 45« (his death). Some of them said: the pronoun refers back
to Isa; then the meaning of the verse is "all ahlul kitaab will
beleive in the truthfulness of Isa before the death of Isa, after

which he will descend/come back in the end time."

While others said: "the propunon refers back to sl the
Christian. Then the meaning of the verse will be "all kitaabiy will
beleive in the truthfulness of Isa before his death i.e before the
death of the kitaabiy."

Those who hold to this second opinion say "if the pronoun refers
back to Isa, it will then mean only those who will be alive during
his second coming beleive in him; and this is wrong for the verse
says all ahlul kitaab and not those who will be alive then only. So
the correct tafseer is that all ahlul kitaab will believe in Isa before
they (the ahlul kitaab) die." see s 5 » a3 Vol 6 pg 25.
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And this their opinion can be backed up by the verse of Qur'an
whereby Allah says all human being will know the truthfulness
of his faith before he dies.

EFCHONCR PREIIER IR S
"And the stupor of death will come in truth; that is what you

were trying to escape."

St i) s ol Glid GRS )1S (R A s S A
"Certainly you were heedless of it, but now We have removed

from you your veil, so your sight today is sharp."

This second Tafseer is the chosen tafseer of Ibn Abbas, Mujaahid,
Zamakhshariy, Aloosiy, Ibn Aa'shuur, Nawawi, Muhammad
abduhu, Rasheed Rido, and others.

*The knowledge of the Last Hour*
Allah says:

e s S el A 4
"And most surely it is a knowledge of the hour, therefore have no
doubt about it" Suratu Zukhruf, Verse 61.
The Mufassiroon also differed upon the meaning of the pronoun

4. Some of them said: the pronoun is reffering to Isa, denoting

on his second coming, he will be the sign of the last hour.
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While others opposed and said: the pronoun is referring to the
Qur'an; it is the sign of the last hour, it will be the judge to

establish rulings.

The scholars of the first opinion presented their evidence by

saying the context (3x) of this verse is talking about Isa.

While those of the second opinion say: even if we believe that the
pronoun is referring to Isa, that does still not generally denote on
his second coming; rather it denotes that Isa himself is a sign of
the last hour - Allah created him without a father, he resurrects
the deads, he healed the deaf and blinds; with all his (God-given)
miracles, that denotes that Allah is capable of resurrecting all

mankind and taking them to account on giyaamah.

As for the opinion of those who say this verse is an evidence on
the second coming of Isa, this verse does not denote on that.
Where in the context of the verse denotes on the second coming?

This is an addition without evidence.

They say: If the meaning of this verse truly denotes on the second
coming of Isa, Allah would not have mentioned in the same
verse that & G S (do not doubt it); Isa hasn't descended yet,
how should an incidence that hasn't occurred be used as an
evidence that shouldn't be doubted?!

Sheikh Muhammad Rasheed Rido (the teacher who influenced
Sheikh Al-Albaani and Imam Hassan al-Banaa) said: "the
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meaning of the verse is that (the being of) Isa is an evidence that
Allah will resurrect mankind, He is He Who created him without
a father, it is He who made him healed the deaf and resurrect the
deads; He is capable of resurrecting all mankind. And this verse
is like the verse whereby Allah said:

el 145 s

"and we made her (Maryam) and her son a sign for the nations."
see al-Manaar Vol 11 pg 361.

Those who translated the pronoun 4! to mean Al-Qur'an also
argued that all the Surah itself is talking about Al-Qur'an and it

qualifies the Qur'an with various qualities.

e W2s alles

"Surely We have made it an Arabic Quran.." Verse 3.

PS8 G i 3 4
"And surely it is in the original of the Book with Us, truly

elevated, full of wisdom." Verse 4.

EN- e SpeR
"And most surely it is a reminder for you and your people,"
Verse 44.

"And most surely it is a knowledge of the hour" Verse 61.
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They said: Allah started discussing about the Qur'an, then about
his Messengers (which comprises of Isa), then returns the

conversation back to Qur'an and qualified it with a new attribute.

Ibn Aa'shuur said: "the third person singular pronoun in Allah's
statement 4clull alxl 44 5 means al-Qur'an, and this is exactly the
tafseer of Hassan bn Aliy, Qataadah Sa'eed bn Jubayr, and some
other Sahaabah and Salaf. This would be a praise for the Qur'an,
the praise started from the beginning of the verse till it reaches
the last praise that Al Qur'an knows better than mankind about

the occurrence of the giyaamah.

And the meaning that Qur'an is a sign of the hour is that it comes
with the Last and seal of all the religions, after the revelation of
the Qur'an, nothing else should be expected aside the end of this
world. The last hour was associated with the Qur'an in a
figurative way (¢ 2bu)). And that was the reason Allah said
"do not have a doubt about it" i.e about the Qur'an that has

already been revealed to you." see »sill 5 » 3l Vol 26 pg 242.

So, the verse, either it denotes that the Qur'an is the sign of the
hour, or Isa - with his birth and miracles - is the sign of the hour.
As for the claim that the verse denotes on the second coming of
Isa, this is a very strange claim that has no evidence. Even if

something else will affirm the coming back of Isa, not this verse.

*The speech of Isa in cradle and adolescence®
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Allah says:

Ealliall Gy iS5 il 8 Gl 2
"And he shall speak to the people when in the cradle and when
of adolescence age, and (he shall be) one of the good ones."

Suratu Imran, Verse 46.

Some people said: Isa died young, and the meaning of "he shall
speak to people when of old age 34S (& (Ul alS; 5" is that he is Still
coming back, and he shall speak to people while he's old.

This is a funny point of view by the way. Which reliable source
affirmed it that Isa died young? After he escaped the coup and
wasn't killed and crucified, no one knew where he went, and no
reliable Islamic source mentioned how many years he lived after
and when exactly he died; this is because anything relating to
date in past history is subjected to speculations and assumptions
because there was no specific object they used in counting days.
Just as we don't know the exact date even the Prophet
Muhammad (solla Allahu alayhi wa sallam) who came later was

born. And there is even a view that Isa lived until 120 years.

Even if (for the sake of argument) we go by the common (but
unverified) view that he died at age 33, yet, the meaning of
U 5%/des) in Arabic language is adolescence; a phase of growth
and development between childhood and adulthood. This is a

phase after 30 years when a person is still a youth. Then, Isa has
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spoken both in cradle (mahdi) and kahlan (adolescent) and it

doesn't neccesitate him to come back.

Imam Raaziy said: "Al-Kahl in Arabic language means the age
when someone is perfecting his youth 4kl JaS 5438 aaial L and
the basis of the word is from completness and this is between
30-40 years of age. Then, Isa reached the state of Kahl while he
was alive." see Tafseer al-Kabeer Vol 8 pg 224.

Imam Tabari in his Tafseer and many other Mufassiroon also
defined the meaning of Al-Kahl to mean a phase when a young

man is perfecting his youthfulness.

And the reason Allah added kahlan 3«S in the verse is to tell that
the speech of Isa while he was in cradle wasn't like the speech of
a baby or someone afflicted by the Jin; his speech in cradle was
exactly like a grown up adult that has reached puberty.

Imam Al-Aloosiy said: "the meaning of his phase in cradle and
adolescence is to tell that there wasn't difference between his

cradle and adolescence period." See Tafseer Aloosiy Vol 3 pg 163.

Imam Zamakhshari said: "he spoke to people in mahd and
kahlan means: he spoke to them in the two phases the speech of
the prophets, without any difference in the two phases." see
Tafseer al-Kashaaf Vol 1 pg 559.
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With these explanations, it is so clear to us all that there is no
verse of the Qur'an that explicitly states Nabiyy Isa is coming
back. Now, let's look into hadeeth.

Ahadeeth about the signs of the last hour:

As we couldn't explicitly establish the coming back of Isa with a
verse of the Qur'an, we tend to look further into the books of
ahadeeth. Certainly, authentic ahadeeth will serve as suppliment
for the Qur'an. And incase there is no Qur'anic verse backing up
an issue, most especially a creedal one, we consider

Mutawaatirah ahadeeth if they do not go against the Qur'an.

If not for these ahadeeth we see, no one would have ever
translated those above Quranic verses to mean Isa is dead or
coming back. So, it was these ahadeeth they tend to use to

explain the Qur'an; and it wasn't still explicit.

There is an authentic hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah in Saheeh
Bukhari and Muslim, a very common hadeeth whereby the
prophet has been reported to say:
Ui LS - aluss dile 4 (lam s po (ol oS8 b o (S5 51 o omsi 530 5
0S5 i canl Al Y i QU iy ek sl gy ¢ 38l g ccouloal) 5uSid
Le Lo s il (pa |y Baad ol 5amadl)
Meaning: "By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, surely the son of
Maryam will descend amongst you and will judge mankind
justly (as a Just Ruler); he will break the Cross and kill the pigs

and there will be no Jizya (ie taxation taken from non Muslims).
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Money will be in abundance so that nobody will accept it, and a
single prostration to Allah (in prayer) will be better than the

whole world and whatever is in it."

This hadeeth is undoubtedly an authentic one - considering its

chain of transmission.

But where lies the issue is that this hadith is a solitary (ahaad)
one and does not reach the level of tawaatur (narrated by a lot of

narrators in each phase/tabaqo).

The chain goes thus:
O s o) e 0 G mlla e (A Uhias it 5 (G sy Ul Gl Lo
5o Ul e sl

Then, the question to ask is:
Suliall 34335 a3V

Do we establish ageedah (creedal issues) with solitary ahadeeth?
This will be answered in the following sub-topic.

There are likewise other ahadeeth that talked about the coming
back of Isa, but some are weak, some are ahad and some are

undoubtedly authentic.

An example of another authentic one is the hadeeth which says:
"A group among my Ummah will continue to fight for the truth

until Isa, the son of Maryam, will descend, and the Imam of them
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will ask him to lead the prayer...." This hadith mentions the word

"descend".

And scholars like Ibn Kethir in Vol 4 pg 167 of his tafseer, Imam
Tabari in Vol 5 pg 451 of his tafseer said that this particular
hadeeth reached the level of tawaatur (narrated by large group of

people).

Going by this and other authentic and Mutawaatirah ahadeeth,
we can conclude that ahadeeth directly and explicitly established
the second coming of Isa alayhi salam. His coming back has
nothing to do with those who believe he is dead. It is easy and
possible for Allah to raise and send him back to the world to
follow the footstep of the Prophet Muhammad solla Allahu

alayhi wa sallam.
*Further observations about these ahadeeth*

Those who opine Isa is not coming back further argued and

presented some observations.

Sheikh Rasheed Rido said: "the belief that Isa is coming back is
the belief of most Christians, and they have tried so hard since
years back until this recent century to insert it in our religion, an
example of the person who tried such is e (» <45 who diluted
the Qur'an with what wasn't in it." see Al-Manaar Vol 28 pg 747.



Is Prophet Issa Coming Back ?...........cccccovvevnnenenniiiciciiinn, 25

Abu Zhurah also affirmed what Sheikh Rido said: "these
ahadeeth that talk about the second coming of Isa was not

popular and Mutawaatirah at all until after the first third century
(300 Islamic years)." see oY) ¢ sl pg 262.

Sheikh Muhammad Shaltuut said: "the narrations that confirm
the coming back of Isa are mostly different in their wordings and
meanings, differences that couldn't be combined, and some

scholars of hadith had pointed these out." see s s\l page 61.

They also say, even all these ahadeeth are authentic, the meaning
of these ahadeeth is that the Prophet is citing examples and
asking the Christians that: what will be your faith if Isa
descended and meet you on what you are doing, will he be
pleased with your ageedah? By Allah, if he comes back, he would
have broken your crosses, and deny your faith. And this is just
like what we do say today to the misguided and extremist
Muslims that "what will be your faith if the Muhammad comes
back to you and meet you on this? He would have rejected your
doctrine. There is no true establishment of coming back in these

statements.

But our response to them will be those ahadeeth which informed
us directly that Isa descend and lead Muslims in solaat. Even
though they argued these ahadeeth are not authentic or ahaad or

mudtorib.
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Sheikh Rasheed Rido said: "the summary of this discourse is that,
there is no explicit and clear cut evidence in the Quran that says
Isa was raised by the body and soul alive to the heaven, and
there is no explicit evidence likewise saying he will descend." see
Al-Manaar Vol 28 pg 747.

*Can we establish creedal beliefs with solitary narrations
(ahaad)?*

Ahaad ahadeeth are ahadeeth that do not reach the level of

tawaatur (narrated by large group of narrators in each chain).

Issues of ageedah are and should only be established with
rigorous proofs without any ambiguity. Any iota of ambiguity
could not nullify the Qur'an or establish reality. Ahadeeth ahad
are subjected to criticism, and rejection if subjected to rigorous
analysis unlike mutawaatir.

Similarly, there is no consensus even amongst our Ahlu sunnah
scholars in accepting solitary narrations (khabar Wahid or
hadeeth Ahad) in Ageedah. You can come across books making
the general statement but upon verification and application, you

will see it as not the fact.

Solitary ahadeeth are subjected to speculations which cannot

deconstruct a known reality of Deen.
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Ageedah must be based upon certainty. There are Ahad
ahadeeth in the past which was considered authentic and
suitable for Aqeedah but later scholars like Sheikh Albani said it
is weak; should Aqeedah be subjected to flip flop? If an Ahad
hadith on aqeedah is strongly backed with Quranic verse then it

becomes distinctive (qat'ee dilaalah) and not Zhaniyy.

No two of the saying that Qur'an itself only is the clear-cut
distinctive evidence (sl 2kd). It may then be distinctive in its
application (Vi =ké) or subjected to interpretations and
ambiguities (Y k).

As for ahadeeth, basically, all ahadeeth are based upon
assumptions and interpretations (which are strengthened by the
Qur'an) called <5l b and not k8 unlike the Qur'an. Only a
little few of ahadeeth are regarded as sl 2kié (distinctive
clear-cut); and these ahadeeth are called Mutawaatirah and not
solitary (ahaad). There is no difference among our scholars that
authentic (saheeh) ahad ahadeeth are evidences in ahkaam but
not in ageedah matters. There maybe few ahad which has the
distinctive status; yet it can never fulfil the desirability for creed

except being supported by quranic verse.

You may see someone trying to justify that the Salaf do establish
aqeedah issues with solitary narrations; that it was the khalaf
that disputed on ahad narrations; ask the person what is the
defining period for the Salaf and Khalaf? i.e what century did the
period of Salaf ended and when did the period of Khalaf begin?
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If the Khalaf should cite incidence from the Salaf to claim it and it
is proven to be authentic, then that is enough an evidence of the

dispute among the Salaf on even the entire ahad ahaadith.

The Salaf also deferred on the reliability and acceptance of
Khabaru ahad. Could we then say the Salaf did not also drag
mutlag, muqayad , Aam, Khas, Zahir, Nass, muhkam,
mutashabih, mufassar, and other mutaqabalaat - that it was just

the Khalaf who cited incidence as claimed!

You should also know that, Ahad hadith at times does not
necessarily mean one single narrator; but not narrated by large
group of trustworthy narrators in each chain. That made ahad

ahadeeth not to be distinctive (qat'ee).

Many among our past and present scholars have affirmed it that
ahad (solitary) ahaadith cannot be used to establish basic
ageedah.

Among those who affirmed this are: Abu Haneefah, Imam
Maalik, Imam Shaafii, al-Juwainiy (see al-burhaan fii
Usooli-I-figh Vol 1 pg 321). Imam Ghazaali (see ale (o (i)
Jds=¥ pg 215). Imam Muhammad Abduhu (see his LSl Jue¥l
Vol 5 pg 542-545). Sheikh Muhammad Rasheed Rido,
Muhammad Shaltuut (see 4= & 5 3xie 3Y) pg 59). Sayyid Qutb
(see fii Zilaal Vol 30 pg 4008). Imam al-Bootiy, Sheikh
Al-Qaradaawi, Sheikh Muhammad Abu Zhurah (see <biad S
pg 35) and so on...
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*Objection:*

Some of us (myself inclusive) have the belief that, okay, the
evidences that talked about the coming back of Isa are not
distinctive clear-cut, they are rather based on assumptions and
interpretations (Zhaniyy Thubuut); what if we just have the
belief that he is coming back to be at a saver side (Walaal)?

But I think there are some issues with this our belief also. Which

are:

1: All knowledge lays down conditions for its evidences to be
convinced about. If we see a weak hadith for example telling us
to be truthful and never tell lies, there is no problem following
such hadeeth despite being weak. But for fundamental beliefs,
there is no room for assumption (Zhann) and doubt. How should
I say I beleive in something while the establishment of my belief

is based upon doubt and its truthfulness is tackled?!

2: The fundamental of all religions is false. All beliefs are
basically faulty. Unless the religion that can be established with

convincing evidences.

The Shiites would defend their kind of religion with hundreds of
ahadeeth, with hundreds of points that Aliyy was the rightful
successor and the 12 Imams; but all these evidences are based

upon assumptions (zhaniyyah), should we overlook the Zhaniyy
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nature of their evidences and just belief in their beliefs to be at a
saver side (Wslial)?

3: Islam is a religion purified from Zhann (conjecture) and
fallacies. And the reason it spoke against the Zhann propagated
by the polythiest.

s a0 G Y Gl ) G ) 35 1
"And most of them do not follow (anything) but conjecture;
surely conjecture will not avail aught against the truth;" Suratu

Yoonus verse 36.

4: The basis and fundamental about the invisible beliefs is that
we shouldn't believe anything about it; unless what is explicitly
and clearcut proven with convincing evidences. And the basis in
ageedah is to negate and nullify until strongly proven otherwise
by the one establishing the belief.

*A Muslim who belies the second coming of Isa:*

A Muslim who belies the second coming of Isa should not be
tagged an oreintalist and should not be called a kaafir. He didn't
belie any cogent fundamentals of the religion. This matter is
subjected to interpretations and Zhaniyy evidences that are
further verified upon authenticity and weakness. We can regard
his stance as a wrong one but it hasn't gotten to the level of
declaring him a kaafir. So far such Muslim isn't using that

opportunity to abuse, curse, and vilify the companions of the
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Prophet; Abu Hurayrah, Aa'ishah, and their likes. Or any of the
early scholars of hadeeth that strove for this knowledge; Imam
Bukhari, Muslim, and others before and after them. If such
person is doing so, then his stupidity and ignorance should be
dealt with in a better matured and intellectual way. If he persists,
he will be tagged a misguided fellow that must not be taken

serious in matters of the Deen.
As for the hadeeth that says:

"whoever belies the coming back of Isa becomes a Kaafir,
whoever belies the appearance of Mahdi becomes a Kaafir,
whoever belies the appearance of Dajjal becomes a Kaafir,
whoever does not believe in the good and bad of destiny

becomes a kaafir...."

This hadeeth is no doubt a fabricated and extremely weak one.
Sheikh Al-Albaani said in his silsilatul da'eefah Vol 3 pg 201 that

this hadeeth is extremely weak and fabricated.
In conclusion:

Just like I said in the first paragraph, issues should be discussed
with evidences and respect. Name-calling and abuses should be
avoided. The religion belongs to Allah only and no man's
property. If you will refute, make it a comprehensive one and in
the same intellectual nature for proper perception. Leave your

emotions aside. Do not turn religious affairs into we versus them.
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You may be wrong, they maybe right and vice versa. May Allah

reward us all.

Wa solla Allahu ala Sayyidinaa Muhammadin, wa ala aalihi wa

sahbihi ajma'een.
15th February, 2021.
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